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RY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No 

PC77JP00/06756 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
[X] the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



4-10 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



1-3.11 



filed with the letter of 



11 Mav 2001 (11.05.2001) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



3-4,6 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-2.5 



filed with the letter of 



11 May 2001 < 11 .05.2001) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-10 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



. filed with the tetter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language __ which is. 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary' examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

[ J contained in the international application in written form. 

| ! filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished untten sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 

□ 

□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 

| ] the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office m response to an mvitation under Article 14 are referred to 
m this report as -originally filed''' and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and ^0 1 ?) 

** Am replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
| | restricted the claims. 
I | paid additional fees. 
| J paid additional fees under protest. 
f 1 neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

f-y\ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1 . 

2. I2SJ not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3 This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1. 13.2 and 13.3 is 
j | complied with. 

[X] not complied with for the following reasons: 

The subject matter of claims 1-5 pertains to art for using a plurality of transfer devices to display 
different faces of the object being transferred. On the other hand, the subject matter of claim 6 
pertains to art for aligning the posture of the object being transferred on a rotary disk part. While 
both of these share the well-known art of changing the posture of an object being transferred, 
they do not include a shared special technical feature, so they do not satisfy a single general 
inventive concept. There are two inventions. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 

[X] all parts. 

| | the parts relating to claims Nos . _ 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ___ 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-6 



1-6 



1-6 



YHS 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The point about "fixing a ring-shaped holding member having stickiness along the peripheral 
surface of a rotating disk with slits formed in the peripheral surface," which is described in claim 
1 and in claims 2-5 citing claim 1, is not described in any of the documents cited in the ISR and 
appears to be non-obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

The constitution of claim 6 is neither disclosed nor suggested in any of the documents cited in 
the ISR. 
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(54) Title: TRANSFER DEVICE, INSPECTION DEVICE, AND ALIGNTNGLY FEEDING DEVICE 
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I . . . TRANSFER DEVICE 
2. . .INSPECTION PART 
3. . .SELECTION PART 

4. . .ALIGNINGLY FEEDING DEVICE 
5. . . ROTARY DISK PART 
6... FIRST TRANSFER PART 
7... SECOND TRANSFER PART 
8... LINEAR TRANSFER PART 
10... TURN TABLE 

II. .. TRANS FERRED OBJECT 



12... SIDE SURFACE INSPECTION PART 
13... FRONT SURFACE INSPECTION PART 
14... REAR SURFACE INSPECTION PART 
15 . . .WIDTH GUIDE 
17 . . . SLIT 

52 . . .TRANSFER BELT 



(57) Abstract: A transfer device used for 
those devices (12, 13, 14) for inspecting 
each surface of transferred objects (11), 
comprising a rotary disk part (2) with 
sucking means sucking the transferred 
objects to a slit (17) for transportation, a 
linear transfer part (8) transporting, while 
sucking, the transferred objects riding on 
a pair of transfer belts (52) in parallel with 
each other through a clearance between the 
transfer belts; and an aligningly feeding 
device (4) having a width guide (15) 
installed so as to guide the objects from the 
center side of a turn table (10) with a step 
part of a specified height along a peripheral 
edge to an outer peripheral side and also 
having a projection part provided on the 
upper inside of the width guide so as to 
lay flat high posture transferred objects for 
arrangement to a low posture. 
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